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fessed member of any particular sect among Christians, he fre-
quented none of their assemblies, nor made use of their peculiar
rites in his family.' (Toland, Life of Milton, p. 151.) Johnson's
strictures are based solely on this statement of Toland's.
Milton gives his views on this question in his treatise of
Christian Doctrine, Bk. i. chap, xxix ; Bk. ii. chaps, iv, vii.
1. 28. 'Sir Robert Howard . . . was a great admirer of
Milton to his dying day; and being his particular acquaintance
would tell many pleasant stories of him, as that he himself
having demanded of him once what made him side with
the Republicans ? Milton answered, among other reasons,
because theirs was the most frugal government ; for that
the trappings ot a monarchy might set up an ordinary com-
monwealth.' (Toland, Life of Milton, p. 139.) Johnson
might have found Milton's better reasons in the * Ready and
Easy Way to establish a free Commonwealth.* Milton de-
clares a free Commonwealth to be, 'not only held by wisest
men in all ages the noblest, the manliest, the equallest, the
justest government, the most agreeable to all due liberty,
and proportioned equality, both human, civil, and Christian,
but also (I may say it with greatest probability) plainly com-
mended, or rather enjoined by our Saviour himself, to all
Christians, not without remarkable disallowance, and the
brand of gentilism upon kingship. ... A king must be
adored like a demigod, with a dissolute and haughty court
about him, of vast expense and luxury, masks, and revels, to
the debauching of our prime gentry both male and female;
not in their pastimes only, but in earnest, by the loose employ-
ments of court service, which will be then thought honour-
able.' (Prose Works, ii. 116, ed. 1848.)
P. 54,1. 14. Milton's views may be gathered from Para-
dise Lost, iv. 295-311,' 635-638; viii, 540-559; ix. 1182-1186;
x. 145-156, 867-908 ; xi. 614-636 ; Samson Agonistes,
1010-1060. Some of these utterances are of course dramatic;
others Milton's biographers have taken to represent the
opinions and experiences of the author himself.,
1. 23, See note to p. 2,1. 16. The date of Anne Milton's death
is uncertain. Of her two children by Phillips, Edward Phillips